
Stepping Stones 
“Honoring Our Past, Building Our Future” Progress Update 

Keep track of our permanent free-standing church construction progress right here in our Stepping 
Stones column. 

Groundbreaking for new church in 2023 
 

We have moved from the “schematic design” portion of the design process to the “design development” 

phase. By the end of this phase, the design drawings and specifications will be sufficiently complete to 

establish and define the configuration, spaces, principal structures and systems for our church. This 

information will help finalize the project budget and timeline. Updated drawings of our new church will 

be presented on Tuesday, November 8, at 7 pm in the cafeteria.  Everyone is invited.  Light 

refreshments will be served. 

 

Building material shortages and supply chain issues have persisted well into 2022, impacting 

construction costs and timelines. These factors have helped us to better refine which elements we will be 

able to include in phase I and which will be included or embellished at a later date or building phase. 

 

 In our early planning stages, we prioritized elements that could be partially built in phase one and 

embellished later. When we exceeded our campaign fundraising goal of $5.5 million, we included the 

completed spire (steeple) and a nursery/multipurpose room. Unfortunately with higher construction costs, 

the base of the spire can be built in phase I and completed in later phases and the nursery/multipurpose 

will have to be added at a later date or phase.  

 

Although we have made design element adjustments due to construction cost pressures beyond our 

control, we continue to look for ways to restore design elements in Phase 1. If costs come in lower 

than expected or if sufficient additional campaign pledges are made, we may be able to restore 

some design elements. 

  

We expect to break ground in the Summer of 2023. This is a little later than we had previously projected, 

but the extra design time has proven necessary in order to ensure that we use your sacrificial gifts well in 

a challenging market and still deliver a beautiful building that will serve our parish for generations to 

come.  

 

Thank you to everyone that has made a pledge or is donating to the building fund collections.  Your 

generosity allows us to stay on course in building the kind of timeless, Christ-centered church 

which parishioners desire. Also unchanged is our target seating capacity of 650+ in phase one, 

with the ability to expand to a seating capacity over 1,000 in later phases.  

 
Capital Campaign (Building) Fund Balances as of October 25:  

Checking: $ 255,755.95     Savings: $3,329,626.01 

 

Total pledged at close of formal campaign: $7,167,138.11 

 

It is not too late to join your fellow parishioners by making a sacrificial pledge commitment to our 

new church and our future. 

To learn more about our new church and how to pledge, visit our website sjfay.com & click on the 

icon of the new church at the top left of the homepage. 


